
“For every dollar spent on the arts in America, approximately four dollars 
flow back into the local community in the form of restaurant, hotel, retail and 
transportation business.”  –Thomas Young, “Thinking Outside the Box”

“There is a need to leverage the opportunity to make the Region an arts 
destination.” –Piedmont Triad Regional Input Summary, 2005.

A 10-year Carnegie Foundation study found that young people participating 
in arts programs are four times more likely to participate in a math and 
science fair, and are elected to class office within their schools more than 
three times as often as teens not in similar programs. 

“…Research shows that 
students who participate in 
the arts have better grades, 
higher attendance, fewer 
discipline referrals and lower 
drop-out rates than students 
who don’t.” 
–Greensboro New & Record

Students with high levels of 
arts participation outper-
form “arts-poor” students 
on virtually every measure.  
Arts experiences enhance 
“critical thinking” abilities 
and outcomes.  The arts 
have a measurable impact 
on students in high poverty 
and urban settings.  
–“Champions of Change,” GE Fund/ 
MacArthur Foundation Report 

“The arts define great civi-
lizations and great cities. 
Spirit Center will invigo-
rate NCSF’s mission, bring 
prestige to High Point and 
the Triad, and engage our    
children educationally and 
creatively.”  
–David R. Hayworth
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For 30 years, The North Carolina Shakespeare 
Festival (NCSF) has set the standard for excel-
lence in theater and arts education in North 
Carolina. What started as a small, resident 
professional Shakespeare theater company 
has become one of North Carolina’s greatest 
artistic treasures.  

NCSF attracts the highest caliber actors, 
directors, designers and technicians from 
all across the United States. Programming 
includes classical MainStage productions 
and its yearly production of Charles Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol, now in its 29th year. The 
Festival also offers many specialized outreach 
programs including the Nancy Lyles Classics 
in Context seminars, the Sunday AfterWords 
post-theater discussions, and the engaging 
Elizabeth’s Bard Weekend program.

Equally important is NCSF’s commitment 
to arts education. Through its GlobeWorks, 
ShakeSpirit, and SchoolFest programs, 
NCSF has brought Shakespeare to over half-
a-million students of all ages across North 
Carolina. And its Hands-On-Shakespeare 
workshops give teachers the tools and confi-
dence needed to bring Shakespeare alive in 
today’s classrooms.  

Since its inception, NCSF has reached nearly 
two million theatergoers and students. Its 
loyal theatergoers support the local economy 
through their patronage of regional restau-
rants, hotels and transportation companies. 
It stands as a shining example of how a well-
run arts organization can contribute to the 
cultural, educational and economic health of 
a community.  

NCSF has a new vision – to become a premier gateway for the performing arts 
in North Carolina.

  

The first step in reaching this vision is through the development of Spirit Center, 
a 51,000 square-foot performing arts campus in High Point.  Spirit Center will 
allow NCSF to consolidate its operations, increase efficiencies and decrease 
operating costs. Spirit Center will also give The Festival the resources and 
infrastructure needed to reach larger and more diverse populations.   

To make Spirit Center a reality, NCSF is launching Gateway to Excellence 
— a $2 million capital campaign to support Spirit Center development, 
and to provide operational and emergency funding for the Festival and its 
programs. Funds raised through the capital cam-
paign will be used to: 

H  Develop Spirit Center’s two-building campus
H  Provide statewide access to NCSF Outreach 
     Education Programs 
H  Create a Professional Development Office 
H  Invest in branding and marketing activities to increase statewide 
     support, participation and attendance
H  Enhance NCSF production quality, and provide “seed” money for 
     new Outreach Programs
H  Create a Stabilization Fund to provide emergency operating expenses.

Spirit Center signifies a new era of artistic expression, education and out-
reach for the Triad and the state.  We invite you to join our campaign to 
ensure North Carolina’s artistic legacy.  Art is the signature 

of civilizations. 
Beverly Sills

the spirit of the future

Your generous gift will enliven 
the Festival’s spirit of creative 
excellence for future genera-
tions and expand the Festi-
val’s outreach to students and 
theatergoers across the state. 

Honor your favorite champions of the Arts while ensuring the future of NCSF 
productions, education and outreach. Major naming opportunities and 
commemorative plaques will memorialize your contribution to Spirit Center.
 
Named Giving Opportunities
H  Spirit Center Campus
H  Production Place and Outreach Place
H  Learning Center and Rehearsal Halls
H  Green Room and Conference Rooms
H  Costume, Scene and Properties Shops
H  Actors’ Lockers
H  Learning Center Sponsors and Friends
H  Patrons Hallway, Learning Center Benefactors

Turn away funding for the arts and suffer a deficit of spirit.
Crain’s Chicago Business

Planned programming for Spirit Center includes Discovery Acting 
Classes, Aspire Student Monologue & Soliloquy Competitions, Gateway 
Humanities Programs and New Visions Play Readings.  

a contribution to excellence

a legacy of artistic excellence

H  Foyer, Piazza and Rialto Garden
H  Spirit Center Landscaping, Gating, 
     Security and Lighting
H  Executive Offices, Break Room, Kitchen  
     and Armory
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